25X1A
SLACSIFICATION LONYK LUENT L ITHL e b LT
Approved For Release 2001/11/23': C -RDP82-00457R001 110009--
CENT NCY REFORY NC

INFORM INHEPORT | 190917

23

l?’

——

Indochina v DATE DISTR. 30 4pril 192
Political Situation m Viet linh-Conbrolhd NO. OF PAGES 5
Areas of

" NO. OF ENCLS.
(LISTED BELOM

SUPPLEMENT TO'
REPORT NO.

. The of vht w.nh c.ontml include practically all of Tonkin, 4nvar: and
n China sxcept large citiss, small garrisoned areas ani sous linw of

. commpioation, While these "resistance wones” are largely controlised by the

' Viet Minh, nevertheless there are witiin the the Viet itinh /sig/ shifbing

.. ' inlands ot cohtrol by elersnts independent of, and souetimes iosiile tu, the

i’ Viet Minh. Thc areas of Viet Minh conbrol will be discussed in liuwe parts:

'mn Toukin mghwm and delta

i 'ﬂu M of f.bo Vi.ot Nam Gevmnt ie not. in any one place and is consiardly
‘-shifting. Its exact locations at any given time are unknown. It is, however,
known that the seat of the Government is at one or several places within ths
triangle formed by (105-10,2140), Thai Nguyen (10;—50,2l~3<, and
Bac Kan (105-40,22-15). Hn" are located the Tong #o headquarters, Luw minisbtriot,
the radio sta 1ons, the Supreme Kilitary hesdcuarters, many arserals, tis priue
cipal Can Bo ("agent™) schools {including the secret ones) and ti.e Il&aﬂ(““nl“uexg
 of the multifarious units of government. This region is mountaisous and in-
acceseible, and is the most highly fortified of any of the resisiance zoues.
" The defenses that the Viet ¥inh has provided consist principally of: :(1) A rurroun-
- ding cordon of "scorched ®arth"; and (2) Rosd-blocks, obstacies of all soris on
. lines of cmunicaticn, and mines along the roads. The area is constartlj
. patrolled by the Viet Nam Army. Elevorate security measures are waintained by
-y th( Trinh Sat’ (socrdb policc), uith its numerous informers.

‘!‘h& m highlends, while po;acs sing cort.aia product.s such as metals, wood,
mendo¢, maize and tea, are extrémely poor in rice production. For this reason,
the problea of nourisiment is a serious one. It is vital for ti« Viet iinh to
smsintain a stdady import of ricé n tihey coutrol in tue Tonkip
delts.. The French "winter oftmimto a consideracle extsnt 29X1A
successful in breaking this communication, estroying laa'ge quantities ol
4 | rice which was ready Br the harvest. The food situation from tis Viet Mina point
P yof view is aggravated by the fact that tie populabion of the [:ighlanas, norially '
¥ labout two miliion, has'been incressed hy refugees and displaced pevsons to perhaps
“ffour million, Rice is gonoml],y reserved for the military.
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4. The ;zrospect of fam!.ne ras increaced the politice.l difficulnes of the Viet au
Governuent, «nd has hietened the -rocese of Viet i.ink dirintezration, The fri-hifal
hardehipe of tre pomulation, at the hunds of doth French ané Yiat o dn~, Lave cuused
serious discontent. It &s mot ye: clsur to hiut ertent this aiscontem w111 c.uss
the pertlutione-anti-French out ineroaringly unti-¥ict | {nhewto move intc the Tug Dut
caiape I enracrs, horever, k.t for the tiue belrs, t74e 'da the wrew 4n viirr duo Dud
har had tre least sucerer, Mg ngor reoutition in thie .ae. ic ')..2‘1,1" tr2 ronvlit of
the fact thet tee nany know of tha datanchery & {eh etursetorlecd Fig Yo whiis e
Vi Cmcnlior of tre Tiat Y.i Femdlis in Tonkin !n 1 Zebf,

5. o ChY iinh hae reccuuy vaon i::-«ortqnf. onetr to former landarine, 1le i5 not un
entirely new voliry, ae one such vanderin, Pl Buny Toan, hus for eoie tine boen
vrecidnnt of tre Farganent Cozaittes of the Tutirrul sereubly.  Twe of twe lundirins
who huve renntl;r baen rinn Laportaint vont~ sre Danp Ten ens and Fhin Yo Tood,

6. ‘th !0 Toal wae Yorn in Tonrin shout 1895 of a waalthy fuzily. He n.g lig elesentary
,aduonuon in Tonkin ‘gnd attended landerin sohools.. '@ hacuse eucressively pov-Tnor

of sevaral mﬂncaa, and. 1e known faw hla cunucity for adisinistration. ¥e ie wore

Ronost than sost Zandarine.  Ya wop rather nre-Trench up until carly 194 Ineer the

pro=Jupuniage arpet governzent of Tran Trong ¥in he vae governor of ‘cn,-in. after

the Jupunose surrendar he reeigmad Yim vost, ane retired $o rrivute 1ife In his viiluge.

In Deceuter 1947 he was ‘invited By Ho Chi !linh to asouus on lopartant vost in the

Viet Naw voVernuent and he uccerted.  Phan ls noted as un :adx.;inistre.‘bor retier tian

u » pgliﬂgian :

pt) hus baen K&GE o i 1nispsr Lwit‘wut nortfoli_q] Frin Ke To.. 1“«..*? baon
p#'&rim‘ ef an lasortunt couwfttee. all three=-Sui Bung Doan, Jdumyr Y.n Puene .
timhrly Fhati fe Ioai--uere farner vro=French and v)ro—Je._gc.nese u()l‘“bﬁl‘.t()rq.
them are rovaliets. They wara anabare of th: Dal 7Tiet [rrobudly J.4 Tiet .gice
Zs AN early voliticul group, alsmants ¢f which later hecuae rurt of the lationuliss
Doun hap the reputation of being one of the .ost.honest of thn [windarins;

8 the' rﬂmtathon of bLaing the ssoet. ex111fu) in uaking use 6f tho Jananers *'cr
- o! Tietnauesa 1nd;:endence. , i

i

i The pla.cing of an 1ncm’1r.p mmhar of uen of t-is =ort in the Sovern-
sente: (1) a further effor{ A0 rare the Gevernuont anveur trul »a recontis-
211 clusees, including the Riaht; (2) wn effort to woo a cluae of the 1o 'p_n'
ich afeht otherwise be hastile o the Viet lifmh. and to sorreat & »revirun i
ta the effocﬁt- that the Vie ph did not mare sufficient nee ¢ the “orier
~se collaborators; (3) an effort to flatter the nontaliiia of the wo-ul.tion
trammnluy mhat fomﬂy Gxi.ﬁad. withouy naking aerious eroneenions.)

the" mgrcuive daoomponnimno! the Tiet liinh, ths tightest ccra of Tict idrnh
h remains in the Tonkin hlghlms. It is al.ao the region in whirn Vint Uinh
| win ii ma.test. . . .

_mn yaide 1s held by the "P.esiata.n‘m"’g lines of commmunication a,!'P neld Wy the «'ranw.
’ir oonvoars are nubject to froumnt g:o.a:ina attack.

: h&o e.'re&.t u‘om of mnlltana to ﬁhi ranch in arnam are the hinterland of Uzhe

- ince.and. the hinterland of QW Fgal province. The vopulations of theee moun-
regions huve dlvays bden voop, and- iabyed with & sirong revolutionary epirit.
dhiness occunation had ittle effect on the part of these reglons which was occu-
phd Freanch atiucke here have beon gogpuratively linited, Hence, while traditionzlly
poor, these populeticns are no worse off thun before the war, in coatrust to tho terrible
woreemin: of conditions in-Tonkin and im Cochin Chine. Therefore thers s loes dise °
‘gonteBt acainet the Viet iiinh in these areac than eltrewhera, The influence of the

Hue roruliste and that of the French in these areus is vractically nil. It is unlivelw
ﬁu& these resione will be fuportant in the politice..l future” of Indochaina.
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The two rrhciml "resistance zoues" in Coc..i.. Cilis, wre tie -Llulne ges Jo.cs aidm
tre Sumau arches.. In #G.ition 1o these zones, L.iere are anbl=rrenc. SLers fi.uo
alrout everynnere in Cociiu Chifw, including t.e outskirts oi .uizon

e Tlaine des Joucs is ¢ warsny and ;‘..at:ces»mw regioin, [u5iiouws b & CCaCE aiid
refuve for resistance :~:lust constituted authority; betlore L.e Freuc.. co. nest, it
w:.8 & center for resistaunce urainst t:e vourt ol :iue;y luter, ior t.e u¢ oirrs!

Fevolts 237inat the |'rench; .'md in 1940, as & re’aze (or Ho Cul Lilun's {uo olstiue
Tiis ed from Tran Van Sisu's) Cam.-u‘niot.s. The Plai.e des Jo.es and tite woel rogion
are rich in rice and tiere is no food provles. In the otner hand, tuey conbain no
minerals, and consecuently even Suxli amms wAnulacture is du.xcu*t. Lence tie
i.mort.ance of t..e arns traf_ ic by sea from viwe, wiich Las veen coik lderavsy prester
in volume tl.an t. at overland from diuc tnrous . Canvodiu and Laos into viet ..

Jecause of t e imnortance of t:e [isi.ing industr,, it is J_mpoa.siom 1or t.e Jrenc. r,
eontrol t .e cozstal txauic, and conse- uont.ly arms smug-ling is aot aifiicuit. [.e
rrecent great drawbuck or these regions froa: t.e guerril.a point o .iew is t.e
rrevalence of mos~uitoes ana melaria, w.ic. re sires nedicines. It is in t .ese re ious
tiat Lo t‘no@ viet llnh radio stations of Coc.ii. Crins, t.e "oice of wo.ti vict ,aulf? 7
and t e "Yoice of t.e [iaine des Joncs", are loc.ted, Uf t.ec@ t.0 fresistunce .oies",
that of t e Pl'line des Joucs 1s ti.e more lunortant. :

4]

The ~uer:1;la resi..ta:‘ce azainst t..e Frencin in Coc.in L. .inu since s)ept’EH er 1945 na
bern t.e ficrcost. in ‘Indocniua. Tiie rezsous Lor t:.i8 are a8 Idliows:

.. .0 fmune anG 1o wiuter in t.uia rezion, :ence Conaitivib are Lavol'uul€ .or
© mueri1illas.
ti. Tie Juranese troluea L.portant ceares or Jvietunasese troops lu une eurly days
" or the war 1or use i sucn plices o8 Julih wiu vingapore, jeuce tueie are
) troons in t'e arez with good knowieage oif wititar) Gisvipiine cuu LEC.uL LE,
» 1
¢, In this are: there nus vecn over tao ;eurs ol contilLuous wur.ure, lue truce
of :arch-hovenver l9Lo in Tonnin by 1o means ,u.etecx Lie suerrisic resistance
in Cochir China, Conse-uently tie liesistuace in Cocnin Gulnu uiu aob cucouater
tice disintesrrating nolitical influences of t:e tru’+ Lo waica tue viet | lln
in Tonkin wags supleet durlng t.i.ut periad.

it

25X1A d. In Tonkin, tine nes:...tunce nas been aluost exciusivel; ti€ work of tre Viet .iunh.

" In “ochin CI ina it mcludeb aeverai aii ereut factious.

The :r.qst ¢ ongnicuous orguu oi tie v.-iet &a:n Sovernsent in Cocndn Codre io t.e "yiet waw
Resistance Committec”, of which hguyer sivhNE:s ¢ e nilitar, c.iel, s Poan

Van ach is the administrative chief. .& t:e region is at aar, t.e awdnistretive c.ley
is less powerfil hian {ne military cidef, hguyen Bin:: is a natisialist, and is for

‘I Chi .in" as & natriot, but he has 1itile to do aitn Viet .inn }‘O.‘L.Lth: anc souetines
acts inderendently for reasons of :ulitury necessity. Puam vun Juch, on t e ot.er ...nd,
is definitely llots mun., hzuyen 3nn's military com . nd contains uvout L .drty uvnits

wit about one tiousand men in euc.. unit. From a -~olitical point ol view, viese civisions
ere of widely different c-.iracter. Three of t:em owe Lueir principsl lojaity to

JTran Van "Haufs ttalinist elicue, six more (forgerly .04 lwo; to t.e viet wim.. I v e
remainin~ twenty-one, s0. e velonz to tue snti-Frenc: .ioc Hao, s0.€ Lo L € anti-rreuac.

Cao Dad, and sone® are ~.ite i.dependent.. T.ere iu oiteu o e coiraict welneen vario.s
ones of tirese tnirty divisions, out trey are :u.l sutiicientiy loyui to uwjen slia Lo
ovey wiwel ne gives t .e order xar an atback on t.e rreacn. . fFart oi Louds iloyaity o
due to tne fuct tiab hvuyen 3in ‘aloue do in o position Lo oo; iy T.€ ntcecsaly wewli.ues,

In the Viet .inii zones 50 Cocidn Cidna, bie most importart politicul r.ic o pabyed
behind t e scenes by t.e Tong 3o .ien ham Viet num (Tong 50 of coubin vict han)e T.is
‘43 a swcret com.ittee, in coutrast to tie onen hesistance Counusttee. in princijie,
it 'is a branck of tie main Tong Jo of viet wwn i Tonkin. lu prectice, it oses its .
laoyality more definitely to Irun Van Glau. '
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15. Prior to tre Jarauooo surrenuer, tie viet oAt L Cochin C.inia wus a0l stroug wna

Tran Yan Houwwas not o sescer of the Yiet ink out on.u L@ seuGey ai « cli ue
wit in e Indochineie Cocwmunist Tarty iu Cocida Crdu., wwi wie jeuiouws ol o Uhi
ina, The so-calied "reneral inwurrection of t.e Jdet .luh" in Cocuin Cdn. ou 22
‘st 1945 nas ia reality engineered oy Giau wna nls elioue. o Cal .iun neG niicd
Yupmh Mu S0, Cuoduist lecder, to g!lldt Viet ninh asetivitdes in Cochlu Cidus unid to

, te nita Glau's group, but suynh Pru oo w.s ignored by Giiu und ris cli ue,
33.&“ ‘." t e Viet dnn nue ana mmawz.ﬁ ':9 t e oefiech L.l tie w8 L@ Viet [inil
oidef fn Zochin China, ile exercised oorsiderssle coutrol in vocudn Calie wdil tie
¥ranso=ritis’s ailitary victories showed ii. tiut nls oun eli-ue mu. not stroug enoucu
to maiutain Atself in powsr, and tuen, in Decerer L7435, ie deciced t> joiu .o Cui
‘Anh, w0 ncespted his suum ssion. For t e moewt, L e;e is thus no apparent c.uiliict

: h«t.am t-e Tong 3o of douth Viet ilam um main Tony Lo oL viet Lau in Tonkis,

™o ﬂ.‘ t.e most inrortant pem ers oi t..xe Ton- o ot “oubit viet .am are Ur-on ven Giau's
leutenunts, kguyen Van “fay and Ung Van n:dem, Toey are ooty Cocuin {.iueue .nd over
forty yeurs old. Tiey bath asttended tue Co:u unist s8c.ools iu .osco. i.. t.e eurly 1430's,
© tomeblier wit: Tran van Ginu. They returneu to indoc:ina about Ly33. ..t t.e vi.e w.ea
Kguyen VYen Tao and Dudng Juch wai were conouctinr open azitation in Joc.dn Gidne in
1936w32, Tay' and hhiem, tontuer alth Glau, were in c..roe o wdercoser aculivities,
They ome t .eir loyalty uirectly to q;iau, e A4 toere -vero to ve wy-couliict vetueen
- Blau-and o Cid .inh, t:ey would certalily be witu Glau. In L7, tuere werc eviueuces
5 of rivalry between .guyen Hinn und tie Tas-hhdes grdoup. Un t.e otuer wanu, rreuch
g‘b’!&j&nd& to the effect that there 15 a riit oethsen igusel i wnd Fuai Ve cach
- fulse, . H . .

'hrlmipal. 1uatrmcuts by unid) tne Toug 80.0F woubnn J/iet wau seexs To conbrol

Viet iinh militmr units(parn. 13) ure terrorism and neutrusization.

S
H During tne brinr uqnod in tie fali oL L7455 wiien {Tasn Yan Giauw
.exarcised power in baizen, ‘he lunrisoned or executed hundreus « Cuo Usi, iiou
\!ﬁb, Viet . igh wut Yrotskyite symputilzers, ..fter e retired iro.. auigou
 lunder prc&.ure of tie 2ritisny k, ne continuea nis uctivitlies i tue

- oanntxysi.de.; ‘le continued m rexJ. ot terrar wno cauved Loe deut.. of Literal.y
. thoussnds more Cro Cal, loa | Viet .iub Pratsuyi&tb ana pro—rrenci: i tnasese,
!Me tyre of . tnmriam still aeutmues, ‘ v

% This policy h as followst .Jter t.e anglo-Tercn wv.ick ia

Jer 1945, anti-Frenci reslstance in Coc.in Culne sprang ury in wany

instances spontansously and 4 ierendently, "Kesistuice zones" were crestea in

widely sepurated areas. Tie laiders were i most caces neither pro-Gi:iu uor

¥ pro-Viet iinh, 'any were Cao Dai aunc iloa :aoj otliers were iuderendert, tor

4 exumnle, the 2inh Xuyen “brigaada " and tie Than. iden Tien Piong{.avance Gu.rd
of Youth), a Jaraness oreation.

on comsisted o "kicking upstairs” t.e vurious
g in ‘rwik, Bssiznin: t.em Lo stal. ouby and -

" senarating tier frox direct iand of t.eir troops, Direct comuand os tue
troops was tlen given tp a ot&l¥ fet,  Tous it cume abo.b b ab, aibuoug: tue
1, Stalindst Viet ~inii upits were in o wioority, tue stulinists were t.e Lost

i ®soldd politicully, und to soms exte.t guiued co.trol of b.e otuers. However
. the truce in Tonkin Irom .arc to iovember 17w gave sowe of tuese divisions
an opportunity to regain tiieir;iiaependence. Tie inuependent -nits «ill now
obey lguyen 3inh's orders to attack tiie Frencn, vut oiten disoue; un oruer
to refrein from attack{tor. Ox&nnle, orders given oy the Tong o tirougi wgiyen
¢ Binh for political nuaom), ‘whewu suGa an Andependent unit wwkes an wiaut. orized
. sttack on the Frenci, it receives no wupaort at all frow tie viet .in., ior

i mpll iu the form oi mdicin”. SR , :

The Giau policy of neut.ra},x :
le:ders; that is, raising ¢
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. These independent units are the backbone ol t.e ltesistance. Thelr proragunce is
kil ful and their clandestine press is excel .emt. The auccess of guerrilis varfare
in Cochin China depends largely uron tl.e apility to cause t.e individuil soidier
to tiink for himself. The independent divisions have been more diiigent and

o suoges.ful than the Viot. 3iph in t.'m poct, and have been fur more Successful t.un
25X1X the Prech.

m: The im'plndmt unite muy play an ivxcreasiugl,y import.ut political
polit.ical teadencies are not yet clear, Tiey are always .ore ready to
attack than to remmin ruiet, If tiw Viet .inn negotiates with tue Frencu, tue
independents will hecoms more strongly antis-viet winh, They way tiea outvardly al.y
tiesselves with their pro~French orothers in tne pro-Frencih sections of the Cao Da.
" and Hou Hao to stuamp out the Viet Minh, and at tne same time carry o.e clandestine
warfare against the Fremch. On tiw ot.her nund, is a truce does not cowe quickly, they
- are already stronger thun tie Viel ainhj they way reguest tiie Frenci: to uiiow tuew to
: - ‘police Eho regions which they now om.trol aud 56 stamp out the Viet #inh in these '
miomo :

Ry

-

19, -1t il bbesn independent divisions which in fact control most of tue area imediately
' surfounding Saigon . This fact has caused the Viet .inh greut inconvenience, as it
hes dLf: iwlty in paintaining cantnct-bctnoen its agents in suigon aad its guerril_as
: u‘- : . . .

XX mhe. It is probuble that cocrm China will nuve bne zreatest intiuence on
future nolitical tendencies of Indochina. The power of tie vtuliiists iu Cochin
Gi@aa is definitely waning. The Viet iinh-stalinist factions i.. Cocuin Cuima snow
- evidences of the same sort of docunpoa:.tion a8 is tuking place within tie Viet winh-
talinist, organization in Tonkin, and it is probable that tie decompouition is
further advanced. Por tue momnt it aprears t.ut the star of dao Dai is rising,
e longer term, it seems unlj.k‘,ely that t.e Bao Dui wovement wii. provide a
afinitive solution. The discord and chaos created by more than two years of
; lla wari‘are ‘will not be eaa:lly corr ectad )
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